The Samaritans (Los Samaritanos):
A Healing Presence Along the Border
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The Green Valley-Sahuarita
Samaritans

Our-Mission:

To save human lives in the
southern Arzohacesert
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Background:
The Harsh Sonoran Desert

E [The Sonoran Desert covers-1.20,000
sguare-miles-of territary: in SW Arizona, Sk
California; the, Baja and extends-mote
tham 200 mies:-south'into' Sonera,; Mexico.

£ Shakes; liZards, 1NSectsy rodents; bikds,
pPoDCaLS; javelinas;: anc mountain lions are
fouNas theres

Ehedeseriys tsotated:=has scantavater,
ano Consistsafnigh rugged craggy
pOUlders-andlroeky Motintaifis-Covered
Withy thetys Vegetation:




More on the Sonoran Desert

£ Has 2,500 varieties of vegetation.

£ Winter temperatures can«arop helow
freezing-at night.

£ SUummer temperatures candeach
well above 100 dailyjanc:are often
nolfmeichi coolerat nignt:

3 2 SUnss raycoeste relenflessiy: « =
ntense-duetodis leCalionatl 25 =32
gdegrees-northena iatittide:




History of Mexican Immigration to the U.S.

E. Mexicans-are currently the single largest group of
foreign: -born U.S<residents .- . and the number
nas beengrowing;rapidly; oy 54%-netween:-2000
ana 2040.

E. Since- 1924 when-the UJ:S: Boroer RPatrolwas
createds there have \been-attempts; o effectively
regulate entry of migrants-from iviexico.

£ Migratior fnas veen-characteriZzed My unskilled
WOTrkers-toling i agrcuiture smiheral extractian,
CONStIUCHAN iant SErViCe INCtSTrIes:

(Rafarer:ci: - Gueierr eyudin A, S ldexicaa Imnsicradiorn to “he o =
Ulnli=derd=5S anziticiesn the OXiord Research-Encyclopedia «of
Ametican HIStory) s /s Oxionds University |Press,2018))




Deaths In the Desert

£ Deaths of migrants along the Arizona-Mexican border
remain the highest in the U.S. compared to other
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)-designated U.S.-
Miexican horder Sectors according ter multiple statistics
ieperted by The Arizena Republic and the Pima Coumnty.
[Ferensic Science Center.

£ [The map enthe fellewing shide shews recerded migrant
deatns (imarked by the red doets) In SeuthiemAnzena
petween 10/1799rana 1:2/34/4:8: (IHumane Berders. 61g.
ACCeSSed 4/23/1.9)




1999 - 2018 Recorded Migrant Deaths and Humane Borders Water Stations
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Between October, 1999 and December 2018 Humane Borders collected data on 3339 migrant deaths.
Some dots represent more than one death. Over the past 18 years, Humane Borders deployed

equipment for over 80 water stations at remote, strategic kocations in Mexico and the USA. F




Crosses Mark the Locations of
Some Recovered Human Remains
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Why Do They Come?

£ For love-(to:be:-reunited with family
already here); employment; and/on
opportunities=faria safer; \better-lite.

EWoemenfromCentral American
countres sucihras:-Honaduras st
Salvadof, @ndGuatemala-Seek=a
PEttet Hie o thelr ehildrens
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Current Situation

e Without reasonable immigration policies,
current apprehension ancd: deportation
practices-criminalize migrants- without
differentiating; between=senous ancd non
Serious-crimes.

£ Defetrreds-Action forCniichoadArtivais
(DACA) restablished:=In"20¥2¢ ' alows those
WhO enteredas-minorsste-receivea
renewabie two'ls-year perieond of deieried
aclioN I 0 eleportatons
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The Role of the Green Valley-
Sahuarita Samaritans

E The Samaritans (Sams) provide
water, food, and first aid to people
In need.

EHUmanitanan ald s never a
chimel
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Accomplishing These Goals

£ Desert Searches
E\Water Drops

£ El'Comedaor
EWriters-Geoup
EOperaton Streamline
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Desert Searches

E. As previously noted, the Sonoran:Desert of
Southern Atizonasis beautifulout'itis also
lreacherous land, deadhy/s mountainous;dry,-and
cruel,f sometimes very-not and oftenvery, cold:

£ Samafitans drive theibackreads of: Pima and
Santa Cruzreounties in search of those jneed,
effeningwater 1000 «and-firstaiciio-migrants
suffering from neat=stroke;«denydration;
exnialistion,sand; Minorand=Mmajof Mjuries:

Eneycail |911%or dhe Barcely Ratroliofhinose in
Need ol malormedicallhelp.
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A Samaritans Search Vehicle




A Well-Supplied Search Vehicle




Water Drops

E Teams of Samaritan-water bearers

C
[

rive-deep into the desert; then hike
ne-trails lused:-by migrants; to-leave

©

rinking \water.

E\Vater vessels [are freguently
vandaiizedandmneedie be replaced:
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El Comedor

E. Samaritans assist'at El Comedor, asJesuit
run food @nd aid station: in Nogales,
Sonora; MeXxico for migrants who have
peen deported or are:an their way north.

£ There-they.provide f£st aid, distriotie
meails; and provide ciotning, SN0es; SOCKS;
ana petrsonalknygiene items.

= And thavilictan-ta tha .etAaricac af-minrantc

those who are making the journey north
as well as those \who have failed on their
journey and are returning south.
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