
The Samaritans (Los Samaritanos):

A Healing Presence Along the Border



The Green Valley-Sahuarita 

Samaritans

Our Mission:

To save human lives in the 
southern Arizona desert

Samaritans believe in respect for human 
rights, the rendering of humanitarian aid, 
and oneôs ethical responsibility to assist 

those who are suffering.
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Background:

The Harsh Sonoran Desert

É The Sonoran Desert covers 120,000 
square miles of territory in SW Arizona, SE 
California, the Baja and extends more 
than 200 miles south into Sonora, Mexico. 

É Snakes, lizards, insects, rodents, birds, 
bobcats, javelinas, and mountain lions are 
found there.

É The desert is isolated; has scant water; 
and consists of high rugged, craggy 
boulders and rocky mountains covered 
with thorny vegetation. 
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More on the Sonoran Desert

ÉHas 2,500 varieties of vegetation. 

ÉWinter temperatures can drop below 
freezing at night.

ÉSummer temperatures can reach 
well above 100 daily and are often 
not much cooler at night.

ÉThe sunôs rays are relentlessly 
intense due to its location at 25 -32 
degrees northern latitude.
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History of Mexican Immigration to the U.S.

É Mexicans are currently the single largest group of 
foreign -born U.S. residents . . . and the number 
has been growing rapidly, by 54% between 2000 
and 2010.

É Since 1924, when the U.S. Border Patrol was 
created, there have been attempts to effectively 
regulate entry of migrants from Mexico.

É Migration has been characterized by unskilled 
workers toiling in agriculture, mineral extraction, 
construction, and service industries.

(Reference:  Gutierrez, Ramon A. ñMexican Immigration to the 

United States,òan article in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of 

American History, Oxford University Press, 2018.)
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Deaths in the Desert

É Deaths of migrants along the Arizona-Mexican border 

remain the highest in the U.S. compared to other 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP)-designated U.S.-

Mexican border sectors according to multiple statistics 

reported by The Arizona Republic and the Pima County 

Forensic Science Center.

É The map on the following slide shows recorded migrant 

deaths (marked by the red dots) in southern Arizona 

between 10/1/99 and 12/31/18. (Humane Borders.org.  

Accessed 4/23/19)  
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Crosses Mark the Locations of 

Some Recovered Human Remains
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The Cross Marking the Grave of Baby Arizaga, Born and 

Died on September 19, 2005.
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Why Do They Come?

ÉFor love (to be reunited with family 
already here); employment; and/or 
opportunities for a safer, better life.

ÉWomen from Central American 
countries such as Honduras, El 
Salvador, and Guatemala seek a 
better life for their children.
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Current Situation

É Without reasonable immigration policies, 
current apprehension and deportation 
practices criminalize migrants without 
differentiating between serious and non -
serious crimes.

É Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), established in 2012, allows those 
who entered as minors to receive a 
renewable two -year period of deferred 
action from deportation.
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The Role of the Green Valley-

Sahuarita Samaritans

ÉThe Samaritans (Sams) provide 

water, food, and first aid to people 

in need.

ÉHumanitarian aid is never a 

crime!
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Accomplishing These Goals

ÉDesert Searches

ÉWater Drops

ÉEl Comedor

ÉWriters Group

ÉOperation Streamline
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Desert Searches

É As previously noted, the Sonoran Desert of 
Southern Arizona is beautiful but it is also  
treacherous and deadly:  mountainous, dry, and 
cruel, sometimes very hot and often very cold. 

É Samaritans drive the back roads of Pima and 
Santa Cruz counties in search of those in need, 
offering water, food, and first aid to migrants 
suffering from heat stroke, dehydration, 
exhaustion, and minor and major injuries.

É They call 911 or the Border Patrol for those in 
need of major medical help.
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A Samaritans Search Vehicle
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A Well-Supplied Search Vehicle 
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Water Drops

ÉTeams of Samaritan water bearers 
drive deep into the desert, then hike 
the trails used by migrants, to leave 
drinking water. 

ÉWater vessels are frequently 
vandalized and need to be replaced.
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Water Left in the Desert for

Migrants
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El Comedor

É Samaritans assist at El Comedor, a Jesuit -
run food and aid station in Nogales, 
Sonora, Mexico for migrants who have 
been deported or are on their way north. 

É There they provide first aid, distribute 
meals, and provide clothing, shoes, socks, 
and personal hygiene items.

É And they listen to the stories of migrants, 
those who are making the journey north 
as well as those who have failed on their 
journey and are returning south.
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